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Lou-Chur ch | Creed. 


I. T Believe, or rather, my Reaſon 
_ conſtrains me to think, that 
there is one God comprehend- 
ded in three Perſons, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, which three Perſons, but 
one God, is the Eternal Maker and 


— * 


Diſpoſer of all Things, both in Hea- 
ven and Earth. pe abs 


II. As for that Worſhip and Ho- 


nour which is due to him as ſuch, I 
believe it moſt fitly to be repreſented 
by four Gramaces, and a formal Hy- 
re Cant, without the leaſt Syl- 


able of either Religion, or eyen com- 
mon Integrity. N 

III. As for my Notion about that 
little Religion J am Maſter of, I Be- 
lieve all Decency, in the Form and 


Manner of Worſhipping God, ought to 


be avoided for the Extirpation of Popiſh 
Superſtition. A 2 IV. I 
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their wretched Examp 


IV. I Believe that all thoſe decent 
Ornaments which belong to our Ca- 
thedral and Patoichat Churches, which 
formerly, in the more primitive and 
purer Times of Chriſtianity, was 
thought to be very comely Spectacles 
in the Houſe of God, and; very-uſe- 


ful to animate and exite the Devoti- 
ons of the People, ought wholly to be 


eradicated; Leaſt, ſince. our Fore-fa- 
thers were ſo ſtupidly blinded, as al» 


* 


moſt, if not altogether, to fall down 
and worſhip theſe, otherwiſe innocent 


Ornamentals, whoſe Deſign was fat 
from any Deſire of being worſhipp 

as Gad's, but only to excite-our Devo- 
tions to the only true God. I ſay, 


that theſe ought wholly to be extirpi- 
rated, leaſt we (which is hardly poſſi- 


ble, unleſs poſſeſs d by the Spirit of the 
Devil) ſhould be conduc'd to follow 
le, in worſhip- 

ping we know not what, 
V. I Believe that, notwithſtanding 
the Great Maker and Founder of our 


Religion, the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt has 


taught 
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taught uga Form wy Prayer, intimating 
thereby, that we, in Purſuanceto bis 
great Example, ſhould when we ap- 


proach his Foot: ſtool, offer up our Pe- 
titions in a Set Form, of Words. Not- 
withſtanding all this, I ſay, I Believe 
that a raſh and unpremeditated Cant, 
will be more acceptable to Him who 


has expreſly Commanded the contrary. 


hk: 1 Believe that the Ordination 


of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, . Prieſts and 
Deacons, is, notwithſtanding its being 
an Apoſtolical Order; a Romiſh Im- 


poſition, and of as lirtle Validity as 
the Ordination of Presbyters, tho the 


one is Warranted by the Laws of God, 


in that it is deriy d directly from the 
Apoſtles, and the other is not. Nay, 


further, I Believe that Taylors, Wea- 
vers, Millers, and all ſuch Mechanicks, 


who all the Week follow their diffe- 
rent Employments, and on the Lord's 


Day get into a Barn, and Teach the 


People, under the denomination of 


| 3 Teachers: l Believe, I ſay, 


theſe Mechanicks to have as good an 
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Authority to aſſume the Prieſt's Office 
(for which Saul, tho a King, had the 
Kingdom of Iſrael wrent from him) as 


either of the former. 
VII. As for my Notion concerning 


that Point of Religion they call Poli- 


tical, I Believe it Lawful (tho the 
Laws of God has otherwiſe command- 
ed) to reſiſt my Sovereign upon any 
Default, and think my ſelf a very pro- 


per Judge in that Particular. 


VIII. As for Her Majeſty's Title 


to the Crown, I Believe Her to be my 
Lawtul and Rightful Sovereign, be- 
cauſe She is actually in Poſſeſſion, 


(which is nine Points of the Law) 
and as long as She governs to pleaſe 
me, and the reſt of my Holy Brethren, 


we ſhall pay Her an unwilling Obe- 


dience : But upon any Miſdemeanour, 


we think our Duty it to Rebell againſt 
Her, and that becauſe She has no He- 


reditary Right, and to place the Crown 


upon his Head, who is Lineally next 


Heir to ir. 
IX. I Believe, tho' contrary to both 
Senſe 
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Senſe and Reaſon, the Supream Pow- 
er to be veſted in the Queen, Lords, 


and Commons, (or rather in the Lords 
and Commons only) and that becauſe 


Her Majeſty, when out of Parliament, 


is bound to be ſubject to thoſe Laws 
which, when in Parliament aſſembled, 


She has only an equal Share in Com- 
piling. N 

X. I Believe that when-ever Her 
Majeſty, by Diſfolutions of Parlia- 
ments, change of Her Servants, or any 
other Way, or Means whatſoever, ſhall 
act contrary to the Will and Opinion 


of us Sons of Perdition and Rebellion, 
that then it is Lawful to Refiſt and Re- 


bell againſt Her, and that becauſe She 
doth, as it is moſt fitting She ſhould, 
hold the Crown only during che 
Subjects Pleaſure. 

XI. I Believe Moderation to be a 
Duty, but no otherwiſe than by filling 
the People's Ears with the Noiſe of it, 
to undermine the very Walls of the 
Church, and to eſtabliſh Presbytery in- 
ſtead of Fen, and _ 0 
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to our great Satisfaction, are firhify 
ſettled. We Believe Moderation to be 
both prejudicial to theſe our Beloved 
Tenets, and alſo ge to the Laws 
of God. 


XII. I Believe, tho“ Contradicbg- 


ry to the Opinion of all Wiſe-Men, 
that Proteſtant Diſſenters are to te 
brought over to the Church by pro- 
per Arguments that may convince them 
(which is next to impoſſible) of the 
Sin and Folly of Diſſenting from an 
Eftabliſh'd Church, allowing of no ſin- 
ful Tenets, This, 
tho it is plain, bey nd + all Contra- 
diction, that Diffemers are no other- 
wiſe to be brouglit over to the Church, 
then by infficting upon them the Penal. 
ty of the Law for their Diſſention. 
From which Herroctoxy y, both in Faith 
and Practice, Good Lord Deliver all ho- 
* and 1525 . Sarin. 2411 
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J ſay, I Believe, 
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